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The Canberra Accord at a Glance

https://canberraaccord.org/
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Since 2008

The CACB has been one of the founding members and a signatory
of the Canberra Accord, recognizing architectural accreditation

systems as substantially equivalent across participating
organizations.
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Objective of the Accord

The Accord is intended to facilitate the international mobility of
architecture graduates and to contribute to improving the quality
of architectural education through benchmarking
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The Signatories of the Accord in 2024

Acreditadora Nacional de Programas de Arquitectura y Disciplinas del Espacio Habitable(ANPADEH)-MEXICO

The Canadian Architectural Certification Board/ e Conseil canadien de certification en architecture (CACB-CCCA)-CANADA
The Hong Kong Institute of Architects (HKIA)-HONG KONG

Institute of Engineering Education Taiwan (IEET)-TAIWAN

JABEE (Accreditation organization of Japan)-JAPAN

Korea Architectural Accrediting Board (KAAB)-SOUTH KOREA

National Architectural Accrediting Board (NAAB)-USA

National Board of Architectural Accreditation (NBAA)-CHINA
South African Council for the Architectural Profession (SACAP)-SOUTH AFRICA
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Substantial Equivalency

The term 'substantial equivalency' identifies a program/me as
comparable in educational outcomes in all significant aspects, and
Indicates that it provides an educational experience meeting
acceptable standards, even though such a program/me may differ

In format or method of delivery. Substantial equivalency is not
accreditation or validation.
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Substantial Equivalency s
Canberra Accord 26-27 May 2022
Q
Comparative Analysis

on Architectural Education Zoom
The comparative analysis on compliance of all
signatories with the 2020
Canberra Accord on Architectural Education Action Sought: Information
Operational Rules and Procedures (R+Ps), Section
7—Required Characteristics, Principles, and

}t\genda Item #06: Report from Comparative Analysis Task Force

Speaker(s) at Meeting: Radl Rivera-Ortiz, Task Force Chair

Outcome: Presentation and discussion.

Criteria to Become a Signatory. Background: During the Canberra Accord General Mesting, held in June 2021, a task force was
inei i i formed to update the comparative analysis on compliance of all signatonies with the 2020

A key prl_nCIple Of the Accord is the assertion of the Canberra Accord on Architectural Education Operational Rules and Procedures (R+Ps), Section

substantial equ IValency of the T—Required Characteristics, Principles, and Criteria to Become a Signatory.

conditions/criteria and procedures used by all A key principle of the Accord is the assertion of the substantial equivalency of the

Slg natories conditions/criteria and procedures used by all signatories. A side-by-side comparison of the core

documents that support each signatory’s accreditation activities is critical to determining the
relative equivalency of the criteria and procedures. The last comparative analysis was completed
in 2006—07, and most signatory systems have revised or updated their documents since then.

Attached: 2021 Comparative Analysis Task Force report
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Substantial Equivalency

Comparative Analysis

A side-by-side comparison of the
core

documents that support each
signatory’s accreditation activities
is critical to determining the
relative equivalency of the criteria
and procedures.

Criteria (Conditions)

L
- \..pA CONSEIL CANADIEN DE CERTIFICATION EN ARCHITECTURE

CA CITERIA FOR ACCREDITATION
& é U
=1 3| w o
== AEHEEIEE
R+Ps REF |CRITERIA =z E Elu|= 3 3 o=
73a A suitable environment to deliver the program.
73b Adequate leadership for the progrmam.
T3c A suitable team of qualified people teaching in the program
73d A curriculum providing broad preparation for architecture
practice.
T3ie Appropriate entry, progression, and exit standards.
T3f Adequate human, physical, financial, and information
resources to support the program.
T3Eg Pericdic reevaluation to maintain acoreditation status.
73h A pericd of academic study at, or in assodiation with, a
university/tertiary-level institution sufficient to demonstrate
skills, abilities, attitudes, and knowledge at a defined standard
adequate for initial entry to the architecture profession. In
order to gain the balanced acguisition of subjects and
capabilities, this peried of academic study should normally be
not less than the eguivalent of five years of full-time studies.
75p Training in research techmigues as an inherent part of

architectural leaming, for both students and teadhers.

Legend of Compliance with Criteria:
NO

MNOT YET

YES
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Substantial Equivalency

ca STUDENT PERFORMANCE REVIEW

HISTORY & THEORY
T5h Bdwgzate owhedge of the hislony and theores of

Comparative Analysis

NP ADEN
(CACR/CCCA

# i g|= L) aichaitecture ard the ielaled aitk, echnokghn, and humas
oo REF | CRITERIA Ei:ggiii pcionas.
e | AT Encwledges of the Nee @fts i an inlleehae onthe guality of
archilmcbsral decign.

DESIGH 15a nnchataLar iy, ul thee realannmship Lebwers cooshe and

A Side_by-side T5a ::’I‘;:::—‘JL:::L‘T;::::::“LH“{':E H Euldings, and betwem buikiings and el erdroment, e of

the e 1o relats bulding and the igece betesen them 1o
The Encewdedpe of the Mine &915 i aninfeencs onthe quality of

comparison of the core st e s

T5d Radwguiate knowledie of urban deiign, planing, asd the kil ik, architrcioral, eed erreronmen el sl aowell s

documents that support T et o o e i o b

Eulldings, and between bulldings and their erdrenment, and of PROFESSIONAL FRACTICE

eaCh Slg natOI'y’S R e e TEI  |Understandieg of the profeskon of srchbectirs and the rols of

furran neech. the archilecl inwecrty, b partioslan o peeparing b e

accreditation activities is TN [Veeseming of e methedsof brnetpro e pepersion Ty

751 Foveatmra ol rmpoealell e Toward lraman, 3 ool colu al

TEn
g .. T&j Doemi g sl sy e et bl ing woers” neguicements Adsaatn knewiadgs of peojeet fas et
critical to determining the T B T
. . = T5a
Adegeate kiewhedn of projec Teancing. project
relatlve eqUIvaIenCy Of — EH::&LJ — — = g rrvenl, cosd eondeol, and me o of project delvery.
. - 3L L= i o wHlory and Theorses
the Crlterla and architecbure ard Do ielaled aits, technedogie, avd human i Rdegealr knowlrdge of prowed Trancng, project

airran managrneml, cosl eserdesl, @nd rethesds of prejec Sel ey,
procedures TEh |Uredersamdieg of S strectund deign, conruston, and TEn  [Adegeuis ewiedgs of proiec Franthe, profd

ergineering. probbie acocated with bulldieg dedin maragEment, cow? contiol ard method of peopet delbery.

TE Adwrale krowiedge of plyalal probiers and bechncloges
ared of the farction of buikling s i o provide them with TEk Edegaate brswledge of the bdulbes, ogancaborm,
||_I.|||| corditiens of comiom and protection agaiast the piagukinborc, el puvaadtearict irrveloed I Trasrlating degh
climale erenpli inlo Bulkiing and stagrating slar inlo overal
T5m Adwouate knosiedge of the means of adsbedng eologially
ustainable design and sneioomental conser vtion wed ETHICS
rehabilitaion 751 Bwateress ol fmposalsibie loward eman, ol ctural

T&n i bepriail of & o eilive csmp b Bl in g e kjues, urtan, aichilectural, and emvironmenlal veloes, aoowellas
. . Hosnded o a compreteisivi under slasding of the disdpine arch ut Lagr.
Student Performance Crlterla e conginsction method ielelend IurlJli‘!':u.'.lll. ' =
Legesd of Compliance with Criteria:

]
NOTYET
WEE
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Substantial Equivalency

Compa rative Analysis CA  ACCREDITATION PROCEDURES

741 Has= criteria or standards and procedures that take into
account follow-up mechaniszms.
g 1 § 74dm Specifies the way in which criteria will be applied and the

IEET-AAL

types of evidence nesded to demonstrate that they sre met.

ANP ADEH
CACE/CCCA

CAA
HElA
JABEE
HAAR

A side-by-side R+Ps RE( CRITERIA

. 7.2 b.c |The process must be transparent and consistent, conducted in
Com pa rlson Of the Core relation to individual programs in confidence snd with firmly Tdo Has published documents, which clearly state what it expects
established procedures and conditions. from HEls, in the form of quality criteria or standards and
dOCU me ntS that Ssu p port 7.2d These involved in the sccreditation process must be procedures for seff-assessment and external review.

. y knowledgeable and competent in matters related to
eaCh Slg natory S architecture sccreditation, education, and practice. idp Hzs an external review process that is carried out by teams of

7le Accreditation is of individual programs, academic awards, or experts consistent with the characteristics of the institution or

accreditation aCtiVitieS iS qualifications and not of institutions. program being reviewed. Experts can provide input from

T.2f Evsluations of specified academic programs ane conducted by various perspectives, including those of institutions,

Crltl Cal tO dete rm I n I ng the . peer reviewers and must include review of the program’s seif- academics, students, employers or professional practitioners.

evaluation documents, a site visit. and inspection of student

relative eqUivalency Of work. Tdg Provides HEls with an opportunity to correct any factuzl emrors

the Crite ria a nd T2k The standard of students’ work should be the main criterion in that may appear in the external review report.
determining accreditation. Jar Makes public itz policies and decisions about institutions and
d T3 Periodic reevaluation to maintain acoreditation status. programs, discloses the decisions about its own performance
proce u res * T4b Has sdeguate mechanisms to prevent conflict of interest in and disseminates reports on outcomes of quality assurance
the decisions it makes. processes.
74i Recognizes that quality is primarily the responsibility of the Tds Hzs policies and procedures in place that ensure 3 fair and
HEls themselves, and supports this principle in its criteria and independent decision-making process in the final review of
procedures. the institution or the program. It provides effective
TAj has oriteria and procedures that promote imtemal guality procecures to ceal with appeals and complaints.
assurance and provice HEls with clear guidance on the Tat Makes decisions about an institution or program that take
requirements for self-assessment and external review into consideration both the institution's self-zssessment
T4k Has standards and eriteria that have been subject to process snd the external review.
rezsonable consultation with stzkeholders and are revised 2t
regular intervals to ensure relevance to needs. Legend of Compliance with Criteria:
KO
HOT YET
YES
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Periodic Signhatories Reviews

The signatories are periodically reviewed to ensure compliance
with the Accord Rules and Procedures, which monitor their
substantial equivalency

Since 2008, the CACB has hosted three Periodic Reviews, each
resulting in the granting of a full 6-year term to acknowledge full
compliance with the Accord’s Rules and Procedures.

The most recent visit took place in March 2024, with the next
scheduled for 2030.
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Canberra Accord Graduates Mobility

The CACB has developed a specific Academic Certification
Assessment Stream for Canberra graduates since 2012.
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CANBERRA ACCORD GRADUATES ACADEMIC CERTIFICATION ASSESSEMNT PROCESS %,Canbe"al
Accord

Online Receipt and Completeness Check

Application 2| l

Confirmation of Canberra Accord Signatories
Degrees/Diplomas listing

Detailed Review
CANDIDATE [ ] .
4] Assessment Committee
Coordinator File Assessment and Review and Decision
Preparation
L 1
v N
Compliance with the Deficiencies in particular
Canadian Education Standard subject areas of the CES
l i
Provisional Certification ]
(18 months)

Certification
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APPLICATIONS RECEIVED

30 -
26
25 -
22
20 - 19
18
16
15 - 14
12 12 12
11
10 -
5
5 - 4
3

. :
0 T . T - T T T T T T T T T T T

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 as of

Oct. 31

Total Applications received per year Grand Total =176 applications as of October 31, 2025
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ANPADEH (Mexico)

CAA (Commonwealth Association of Architects)
HKIA (Hong Kong)

IEET (Taiwan)

KAAB (South Korea)

NBAA (China)

RAIA (Australia)

SACAP (South Africa)

Applications received by Signatory
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MAA, 1, 0%
NWTAA, 1, 1%

NSAA, 1, 1%

AIBC, 76, 43%

OAA, 64, 36%

SAA 1, 1%

Applications received by desired Jurisdiction
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CACB APPLICATIONS

Canadian Gradutaes to CA

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

o
[
N

University of British Columbia

University of Calgary

Carleton University

McGill University

University of Manitoba

Toronto Metropolitan University

University of Toronto

University of Waterloo

=

Not Traceable

B NBAA (China) B IEET (Taiwan) HKIA (Hong Kong)

Canadian Applications to Canberra Accord Signatories (2018-2024)
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CACB APPLICATIONS
Canadian Graduates Applications per Year
12
10
8
6 8
3
4
1
2 4
3 1
2 2

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

NBAA IEET-AAC HKIA

Canadian Applications to Canberra Accord Signatories per year (2018-2024_
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