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Since 2008

The CACB has been one of the founding members and a signatory 
of the Canberra Accord, recognizing architectural accreditation 
systems as substantially equivalent across participating 
organizations.



The Accord is intended to facilitate the international mobility of 
architecture graduates and to contribute to improving the quality 

of architectural education through benchmarking

Objective of the Accord



 Acreditadora Nacional de Programas de Arquitectura y Disciplinas del Espacio Habitable(ANPADEH)-MEXICO

The Signatories of the Accord in 2024

 The Canadian Architectural Certification Board/ e Conseil canadien de certification en architecture (CACB-CCCA)-CANADA

 The Hong Kong Institute of Architects (HKIA)-HONG KONG

 Institute of Engineering Education Taiwan (IEET)-TAIWAN

 JABEE (Accreditation organization of Japan)-JAPAN

 Korea Architectural Accrediting Board (KAAB)-SOUTH KOREA

 National Architectural Accrediting Board (NAAB)-USA

 National Board of Architectural Accreditation (NBAA)-CHINA

 South African Council for the Architectural Profession (SACAP)-SOUTH AFRICA 



The term 'substantial equivalency' identifies a program/me as 
comparable in educational outcomes in all significant aspects, and 
indicates that it provides an educational experience meeting 
acceptable standards, even though such a program/me may differ 
in format or method of delivery. Substantial equivalency is not 
accreditation or validation.

Substantial Equivalency



Substantial Equivalency

The comparative analysis on compliance of all 
signatories with the 2020
Canberra Accord on Architectural Education 
Operational Rules and Procedures (R+Ps), Section
7—Required Characteristics, Principles, and 
Criteria to Become a Signatory.
A key principle of the Accord is the assertion of the 
substantial equivalency of the
conditions/criteria and procedures used by all 
signatories.

Comparative Analysis



Substantial Equivalency

A side-by-side comparison of the 
core
documents that support each 
signatory’s accreditation activities 
is critical to determining the
relative equivalency of the criteria 
and procedures.

Comparative Analysis

Criteria (Conditions)



Substantial Equivalency

A side-by-side 
comparison of the core
documents that support 
each signatory’s 
accreditation activities is 
critical to determining the
relative equivalency of 
the criteria and 
procedures.

Comparative Analysis

Student Performance Criteria



Substantial Equivalency

A side-by-side 
comparison of the core
documents that support 
each signatory’s 
accreditation activities is 
critical to determining the
relative equivalency of 
the criteria and 
procedures.

Comparative Analysis

Procedures



The signatories are periodically reviewed to ensure compliance 
with the Accord Rules and Procedures, which monitor their 

substantial equivalency

Periodic Signatories Reviews 

Since 2008, the CACB has hosted three Periodic Reviews, each 
resulting in the granting of a full 6-year term to acknowledge full 

compliance with the Accord’s Rules and Procedures. 
The most recent visit took place in March 2024, with the next 

scheduled for 2030.



The CACB has developed a specific Academic Certification 
Assessment Stream for Canberra graduates since 2012.

Canberra Accord Graduates Mobility



Online 
Application

Receipt  and Completeness Check

Coordinator File Assessment and 
Preparation

Assessment Committee 
Review and Decision

Compliance  with the 
Canadian Education Standard

Deficiencies in particular 
subject areas of the CES

Detailed Review

CANDIDATE

Certification

Provisional Certification
(18 months)

Confirmation of Canberra Accord Signatories 
Degrees/Diplomas listing
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Total Applications received per year
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Applications received by Signatory

APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
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Canadian Applications to Canberra Accord Signatories (2018-2024)

CACB APPLICATIONS
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Canadian Applications to Canberra Accord Signatories per year (2018-2024_

CACB APPLICATIONS
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