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I. 	Introduction: The CACB Accreditation

The CACB is a national independent non-profit corporation. The directors are elected from individuals nominated by the Canadian Architectural Licensing Authorities (CALA), the Canadian Council of University Schools of Architecture (CCUSA), and the Canadian Architecture Students Association (CASA). The CACB is a decision-making and policy-generating body. It is the sole organization recognized by the architectural profession in Canada to assess the educational qualifications of architecture graduates (Certification Program) and to accredit professional degree programs in architecture that are offered by Canadian universities (Accreditation Program).

The CACB’s head office is in Ottawa, Ontario. It adheres to the principles of fairness, transparency, clarity, and ethical business practices in all of its activities. 

By agreement of the licensing authorities (the councils of nine provincial institutes and associations), the CACB was established in 1976 to assess and certify the academic qualifications of individuals holding a professional degree or diploma in architecture who intended to apply for registration. In 1991, the CACB mandate to certify degree credentials was reaffirmed, and its membership was revised to reflect its additional responsibility for accrediting professional degree programs in Canadian university schools of architecture. L’Ordre des Architectes du Québec joined the CACB in 1991 and the Northwest Territories Association of Architects joined in 2001.

Graduation from a CACB-accredited program is the first of three steps (education, experience, and examination) on the path to licensure. 

The CACB only accredits Programs that are intended by their institution to be professional degrees in architecture that lead to licensure. Professional accreditation of a Program means that it has been evaluated by the CACB and substantially meets the educational standards that comprise, as a whole, an appropriate education for an architect. 

The CACB only awards accreditation to professional degree Programs in architecture. A CACB-accredited professional Program in architecture is defined as the totality of a student’s post-secondary education culminating in a designated professional university degree, which may be a bachelor of architecture (B.Arch) or a master of architecture (M.Arch) degree.

The Programs include:
· a minimum of five years of post-secondary study culminating in a master of architecture degree, which follows a pre-professional bachelor's degree, except in Quebec, where the minimum is four years of professional studies following two years of CEGEP;
· a minimum of six years of post-secondary study culminating in a master of architecture degree, which follows a bachelor’s degree in any discipline and includes a minimum of three years of professional studies in architecture; or
· a minimum of five years of post-secondary study culminating in a bachelor of architecture degree.

In keeping with the principal of outcome-based Accreditation, the CACB does not restrict the structure of a professional Program and/or the distribution of its coursework.

The accreditation process requires a self-assessment by the institution or Program, an evaluation of the self-assessment by the CACB, and a site visit and review conducted by a team representing the CACB. 
The process begins at the school with the preparation of the Architecture Program Report (APR). The APR identifies and defines the program and its various contexts, responding to the CACB Conditions and Procedures for Accreditation.  The APR is expected to be useful to the planning process of the school, as well as documentation for the purposes of accreditation.

Upon acceptance of the APR by the CACB Board, an accreditation visit is scheduled. The CACB's decision on accreditation is based upon the capability of the program to satisfy the Conditions and Procedures for Accreditation, including the ability of its graduating students to meet the requirements for learning as defined in the Student Performance Criteria. During the visit, the team reviews student work and evaluates it against these requirements.  The team also assesses the effectiveness and degree of support available to the architectural program through meetings with the institution's administrators at various levels, architecture and other faculty, students, alumni, and local practitioners.

At the conclusion of the visit, the Visiting Team makes observations and expresses compliments and concerns about the program and its components.  It also offers suggestions for program enrichment and makes recommendations, which, in the judgment of the team, are necessary for the program’s improvement and continuing re-accreditation. Following the visit, the team writes the following VTR, which is forwarded with a confidential recommendation to the CACB. The CACB then makes a final decision regarding the term of accreditation.

[bookmark: _Toc480546897]Terms of Accreditation

[bookmark: _Toc448752010]Term for Initial Accreditation
Programs seeking initial accreditation must first be granted candidacy status. The maximum period of candidacy status is six years.

Programs that achieve initial accreditation at any time during the six-year candidacy will receive an initial three-year term, indicating that all major program components and resources are in place. Some additional program development may be necessary and/or deficiencies may need to be corrected. Additionally, to be eligible for CACB certification, students cannot have graduated from the Program more than two years prior to the initial accreditation.

[bookmark: _Toc448752011]Terms for Continuing Accreditation
a) Six-year term: Indicates that deficiencies, if any, are minor and that a process to correct these deficiencies is clearly defined and in place. The Program is accredited for the full six-year period.
b) Six-year term with a “focused evaluation” at the end of three years: Indicates that significant deficiencies exist in meeting the requirements of the CACB Conditions and Terms for Accreditation; consideration of these deficiencies will form the basis of a focused evaluation. The Program is required to report on its particular deficiencies during the third year.
c) Three-year term: Indicates that major deficiencies are affecting the quality of the Program, but the intent to correct these deficiencies is clear and attainable. The Program is accredited for a full three-year period. If the Program receives two consecutive three-year terms of accreditation, then the Program must achieve a six-year accreditation term at the next accreditation visit. If the Program fails, it will be placed on a two-year probationary term. If the Program fails to achieve a six-year term at its subsequent accreditation visit, then its accreditation shall be revoked.
d) Two-year probationary term: Indicates that CACB deficiencies are severe enough to seriously question the quality of the Program and the intent or capability to correct these deficiencies is not evident. A Program on probation must show just cause for the continuation of its accreditation, and at its next scheduled review, the Program must receive at least a three-year term or accreditation will be revoked. If the two-year probationary term is following the sequence described in “c,” the Program must receive at least a six-year term or its accreditation shall be revoked.
e) Revocation of accreditation: Indicates that insufficient progress was made during a two-year probationary term to warrant a full three-year or six-year accreditation term. Notwithstanding, the foregoing accreditation of any Program can be revoked at any time if there is evidence of substantial and persistent non-compliance with the requirements of the CACB Terms and Conditions for Accreditation.

[bookmark: _Toc448752012]Term for Reinstated Accreditation
Should the accreditation of a Program lapse or be revoked, the procedures for reinstatement shall be the same as those applicable to initial candidacy. The term of reinstated accreditation is the same as the term of initial accreditation. If the Program is successful in achieving accreditation at any time during the six-year candidacy, the Program will receive a three-year term of accreditation. 
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[bookmark: _Toc281931940][bookmark: _Toc281931987][bookmark: _Toc162254805]1.	Team’s General Comments

[bookmark: _Toc281931941][bookmark: _Toc281931988][bookmark: _Toc162254806]

2. 	Conditions for Accreditation “Met” and “Not Met”: A Summary
		                                                                                       Met   Not Met	
1. 	Program Self-Assessment	☐	☐
2. 	Public Information	☐	☐
3. [bookmark: _Toc448752023][bookmark: _Toc513737874]Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion	☐	☐   
4. [bookmark: _Toc513737875]Student Composition, Well-Being, and Enrichment 	☐	☐
5. [bookmark: _Toc513737876]Faculty and Staff Resources	☐	☐
[bookmark: _Toc448752026][bookmark: _Toc513737877]6. 	Space and Technology Resources	☐	☐
7. 	Information Resources	☐	☐
8. 	Financial Resources	☐	☐
9.  Administrative Structure	☐	☐
10.  Professional Degrees and Curriculum	☐	☐

11. Performance Criteria 

11.1. Program Performance Criteria (PPC)
1. Professional Development	☐	☐
2. Design Education	☐	☐
3. Global Perspectives and Environmental Stewardship	☐	☐
4. Collaboration, Leadership, and Community Engagement	☐	☐
5. Technical Knowledge	☐	☐
6. Breadth of Education	☐	☐

11.2. Student Performance Criteria (SPC)

A. Design 
A1. 	Design Theories, Precedents, and Methods	☐	☐
A2. 	Design Skills	☐	☐
A3. 	Design Tools	☐	☐
A4.	Program Analysis	☐	☐
A5.	Site Context and Design	☐	☐
A6.	Urban Design	☐	☐
A7.	Detail Design	☐	☐
A8. 	Design Documentation	☐	☐

B. Culture, Communications, and Critical Thinking
B1.	Critical Thinking and Communication	☐	☐
B2.	Architectural History  	☐	☐
B3.	Architectural Theory	☐	☐
B4. 	Cultural Diversity and Global Perspectives	☐	☐
B5.	Ecological Systems	☐	☐

C. Technical Knowledge
C1.	Regulatory Systems	☐	☐
C2.	Materials	☐	☐
C3. 	Structural Systems	☐	☐
C4.	Envelope Systems	☐	☐
C5. 	Environmental Systems	☐	☐

D. Comprehensive Design
D1. 	Comprehensive Design	☐	☐

E: Professional Practice
E1. 	The Architectural Profession	☐	☐
E2.	Ethical and Legal Responsibilities	☐	☐
E3. 	Modes of Practice	☐	☐
E4. 	Professional Contracts	☐	☐
E5. 	Project Management	☐	☐




[bookmark: _Toc281931942][bookmark: _Toc281931989][bookmark: _Toc162254807]3.	Program’s Progress since the Previous Site Visit (from Previous VTR)
 


[bookmark: _Toc281931943][bookmark: _Toc281931990][bookmark: _Toc162254808]4.	Program Strengths


[bookmark: _Toc281931944][bookmark: _Toc281931991][bookmark: _Toc162254809]

5. 	Causes of Concern and Team’s Recommendations


[bookmark: _Toc281931945][bookmark: _Toc281931992][bookmark: _Toc162254810]
III.	Compliance with the Conditions for Accreditation

General Instructions about Commentary / Assessment
For each Condition, Program and Student Performance Criteria, the Team must write a summary of the program’s responses based on material provided in the APR and information gathered during the visit. The team must verify that the program effectively responds to every subcondition. The team must identify the evidence or the source of the evidence the team used to make the assessment. Describe how the team confirmed evidence provided by the program through interactions during the site visit.

	1. Program Self-Assessment
The program must provide an assessment of the degree to which it is fulfilling its mission and achieving its action plan.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	2. Public Information
The Program must provide clear, complete, and accurate information to the public and include the following text in its official Program information. 
“In Canada, the Canadian Architectural Certification Board (CACB) is the sole agency authorized by the Regulatory Organizations of Architecture in Canada (ROAC) to accredit Canadian professional degree programs in architecture for the purposes of architectural licensure.”

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	3. Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion
The Program must conform to provincial and institutional policies that augment and clarify the provisions of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms as they apply to social equity. Policies in place that are specific to the school or professional Program should be clearly stated, as well as the means by which the policies are communicated to current and prospective faculty, students, and staff.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	4. Student Composition, Well-Being, and Enrichment 
The Program must demonstrate that it provides support and encouragement for students to achieve their full potential during their school years and later in the profession, as well as an interpersonal milieu that embraces cultural differences. The Program must demonstrate that it benefits from and contributes to its institutional values.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	5. Faculty and Staff Resources
The Program must demonstrate that it provides adequate human resources for a professional degree program in architecture, including a sufficient complement of appropriately qualified faculty, administrative, and support staff, and an administrative head that devotes no less than fifty percent of his or her time to program administration.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	6. Space and Technology Resources 
The Program must provide physical resources that are appropriate for a professional degree program in architecture, including design studio space for the exclusive use of each full-time student, lecture and seminar spaces that accommodate a variety of learning modalities, office space for the exclusive use of each full-time faculty member, and related instructional support space. The Program must demonstrate that all students, faculty, and staff have convenient, equitable access to appropriate visual, digital, and fabrication resources that support professional education in architecture.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	7. Information Resources
The Program must provide ample, diverse, and up-to-date resources for faculty, staff, and students to support research and skills acquisition. The Program must demonstrate that all students, faculty, and staff have convenient, equitable access to literature and information resources that support professional education in architecture and access to librarians, visual resource, and information technology professionals who provide services, teach, and develop skills related to each of these resources.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	8. Financial Resources
Programs must have access to sufficient institutional support and financial resources.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	9. Administrative Structure (Academic Unit and Institution)
The Program must be part of an institution accredited for higher education by the authority having jurisdiction in its province. The Program must have a degree of autonomy that is comparable to that afforded to the other relevant professional programs in the institution and sufficient to ensure conformance with the requirements of the CACB Conditions and Terms for Accreditation.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	10. Professional Degrees, and Curriculum
The CACB only awards accreditation to professional degree Programs in architecture.  A CACB-accredited professional Program in architecture is defined as the totality of a student’s post-secondary education culminating in a designated professional university degree, which may be a bachelor of architecture (B.Arch) or a master of architecture (M.Arch) degree.

The Programs include:
· a minimum of five years of post-secondary study culminating in a master of architecture degree, which follows a pre-professional bachelor's degree, except in Quebec, where the minimum is four years of professional studies following two years of CEGEP;
· a minimum of six years of post-secondary study culminating in a master of architecture degree, which follows a bachelor’s degree in any discipline and includes a minimum of three years of professional studies in architecture; or
· a minimum of five years of post-secondary study culminating in a bachelor of architecture degree.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	11. Performance Criteria
The Program must demonstrate satisfactory performance in relation to program performance criteria (PPC), and student performance criteria (SPC) as detailed below. The CACB does not specify the structure and content of educational programs nor the forms of evidence used to satisfy the criteria. Programs are therefore encouraged to develop unique learning and teaching strategies, methods, and materials to satisfy these criteria.

For PPCs, evidence of performance may take many diverse forms not limited to course work and its outcomes. The Program must describe and demonstrate that it creates an environment in which these criteria are satisfied.  

For SPCs, evidence of performance must include student work and the pedagogical objectives and assignments of any given course. With respect to fulfilling the criteria, the Program must demonstrate that all of its graduates have achieved, at minimum, a satisfactory level of accomplishment. 

The roster of six PPCs and twenty-four SPCs is intended to foster an integrated approach to learning. Their order is not intended to imply a weight assigned to each.

	

	11.1  Program Performance Criteria (PPCs)
The Program must provide its students with a well-thought-out curriculum with educational opportunities that include general studies, professional studies, and elective studies. 

Each of the PPCs must be addressed in a clear narrative statement and with reference to any relevant supporting documentation.

	

	PPC 1. Professional Development
The Program must demonstrate its approach to engaging with the profession and exposing students to a breadth of professional opportunities and career paths, including the transition to internship and licensure.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	PPC 2. Design Education
The Program must demonstrate how it situates and values education and training in design at the core of the curriculum, including the ways in which the design curriculum weaves together the social, technical, and professional streams of the curriculum.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	PPC 3. Global Perspectives and Environmental Stewardship 
The Program must demonstrate how it embraces the diverse contexts that define contemporary architecture, including local, global, and environmental interests.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	PPC 4. Collaboration, Leadership, and Community Engagement 
The Program must demonstrate how it supports and fosters effective individual and team dynamics, a spirit of collaboration and inclusion, community engagement, and diverse approaches to leadership.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	PPC 5. Technical Knowledge
The Program must describe how it engages fundamental and emerging technical aspects of building construction

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	PPC 6. Breadth of Education
The Program must demonstrate how it provides an opportunity for students to participate in general studies and elective studies in the pursuit of a broad understanding of human knowledge and a deeper study of topics within the discipline of architecture.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	11.2  Student Performance Criteria (SPCs)

	

	A. Design 

	

	A1. Design Theories, Precedents, and Methods
The student must demonstrate an ability to articulate a design process grounded in theory and practice, an understanding of design principles and methods, and the critical analysis of architectural precedents.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	A2. Design Skills 
The student must demonstrate an ability to apply design theories, methods, and precedents to the conception, configuration, and design of buildings, spaces, building elements, and tectonic components.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	A3. Design Tools
The student must demonstrate an ability to use the broad range of design tools available to the architectural discipline, including a range of techniques for two-dimensional and three-dimensional representation, computational design, modeling, simulation, and fabrication.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	A4. Program Analysis 
The student must demonstrate an ability to analyze and respond to a complex program for an architectural project that accounts for client and user needs, appropriate precedents, space and equipment requirements, the relevant laws, and site selection and design assessment criteria.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	A5. Site Context and Design 
The student must demonstrate an ability to analyze and respond to local site characteristics, including urban, non-urban, and regulatory contexts; topography; ecological systems; climate; and building orientation in the development of an architectural design project.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	A6. Urban Design 
The student must demonstrate an ability to analyze and respond to the larger urban context where architecture is situated; its developmental patterning and spatial morphologies; the infrastructural, environmental, and ecological systems; to understand the regulatory instruments that govern this context; the broader implications of architectural design decisions on the evolution of cities; and the impact of urbanism on design.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	A7. Detail Design
The student must demonstrate an ability to assess, as an integral part of design, the appropriate combinations of materials, components, and assemblies in the development of detailed architectural elements through drawing, modeling, and/or full-scale prototypes.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	A8. Design Documentation
The student must demonstrate an ability to document and present the outcome of a design project using the broad range of architectural media, including documentation for the purposes of construction, drawings, and specifications.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	B.   Culture, Communications, and Critical Thinking

	

	B1. Critical Thinking and Communication
The student must demonstrate an ability to raise clear and precise questions; record, assess, and comparatively evaluate information; synthesize research findings and test potential alternative outcomes against relevant criteria and standards; reach well-supported conclusions related to a specific project or assignment; and write, speak, and use visual media effectively to appropriately communicate on subject matter related to the architectural discipline within the profession and with the general public.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	B2. Architectural History  
The student must have an understanding of the history of architecture and urban design in regard to cultural, political, ecological, and technological factors that have influenced their development.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	B3. Architectural Theory 
The student must have an understanding of conceptual and theoretical frameworks and how they have shaped architecture and urban design.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	B4. Cultural Diversity and Global Perspectives 
The student must have an understanding of the diverse needs, values, behavioural norms, and social/spatial patterns that characterize different global cultures and individuals and the implications of diversity on the societal roles and responsibilities of architects.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	B5. Ecological Systems 
The student must have an understanding of the broader ecologies that inform the design of buildings and their systems and of the interactions among these ecologies and design decisions.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	C.   Technical Knowledge 

	

	C1. Regulatory Systems 
The student must have an understanding of the applicable building codes, regulations, and standards for a given building and site, including universal design standards and the principles that inform the design and selection of life-safety systems.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	C2. Materials
The student must have an understanding of the basic principles used in the appropriate selection and application of architectural materials as it relates to fundamental performance, aesthetics, durability, energy, resources, and environmental impact.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	C3. Structural Systems 
The student must have an understanding of the principles of structural behavior in withstanding gravitational, seismic, and lateral forces, including the selection and application of appropriate structural systems.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	C4. Envelope Systems
The student must have an understanding of the basic principles used in the design of building envelope systems and associated assemblies relative to fundamental performance, aesthetics, durability, energy, material resources, and environmental impact.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	C5. Environmental Systems 
The student must have an understanding of the basic principles that inform the design of passive and active environmental modification and building service systems, the issues involved in the coordination of these systems in a building, energy use and appropriate tools for performance assessment, and the codes and regulations that govern their application in buildings.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	D.   Comprehensive Design

	

	D1. Comprehensive Design  
The student must demonstrate an ability to produce an architectural design based on a concept, a building program, and a site which broadly integrates contextual factors, structural and environmental systems, building envelopes and assemblies, regulatory requirements, and environmental stewardship.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	E.   Professional Practice

	

	E1. The Architectural Profession
The student must have an understanding of the organization of the profession, the Architects Act(s) and its regulations, the role of regulatory bodies, the paths to licensure including internship, and the reciprocal rights and responsibilities of interns and employers.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	E2. Ethical and Legal Responsibilities 
The student must have an understanding of the ethical issues involved in the formation of professional judgment; the architect’s legal responsibility under the laws, codes, regulations, and contracts common to the practice of architecture; intellectual property rights; and the role of advocacy in relation to environmental, social, and cultural issues.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	E3. Modes of Practice 
The student must have an understanding of the basic principles and types of practice organization, including financial management, business planning, entrepreneurship, marketing, negotiation, project management, and risk mitigation, as well as an understanding of trends that affect the practice.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	E4. Professional Contracts
The student must have an understanding of the various contracts common to the practice of architecture.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐



	E5. Project Management
The student must have an understanding of the relationships among key stakeholders in the design process; the methods for selecting consultants and assembling teams; building economics and cost control strategies; the development of work plans and project schedules; and project delivery methods.

	Visiting Team Assessment:  	Met ☐	Not Met ☐





[bookmark: _Toc281931946][bookmark: _Toc281931993]

[bookmark: _Toc162254811]IV.	Appendices
[bookmark: _Toc162254812]Appendix A: Program Information 

The following is condensed from the Program’s Architecture Program Report

1- [bookmark: _Toc162254466]Brief History of the Institution 


2- Institutional Mission


3- Program History


4- Program Mission


5- Program Action Plan 
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Appendix B: The Visiting Team (Names & Contact Information)




[bookmark: _Toc162254814]

[bookmark: _Toc281931947][bookmark: _Toc281931994][bookmark: _Toc162254815]Appendix C: The Visit Agenda 
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Program Non-Voting Member 
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