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We are increasingly multidisciplinary.



Our purpose is to
maximize positive impact.



We believe human connections
can help solve the fundamental 
problems of our time.



Architecture is a
social art.

(a short history of architecture in 4 slides)
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Is architecture broken?



A short story.









Should architects assume
social responsibility?





How do we know that
change is needed?







a.

b.



The potential of
architecture
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West Vancouver
Community Centre





Main Floor Plan
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How do we maximize our
community building
impact?



What
we do
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impactimpact impact

COMMODIFICATION
EXTERNAL DISRUPTION

REVERSING COMMODIFICATION
PROACTIVE DISRUPTION

CONVENTIONAL PRACTICE TRANSFORMED PRACTICE



How do we do it



What else
is possible?



Using our firm
as a catalyst
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redefining | our | practices



The big challenges of today
are interdisciplinary

1





Are we doing enough
to impact change?



I can’t 
breathe





Photo: New England Journal of Medicine







- Bryan C. Lee Junior, Principal at Colloqate

“For nearly every injustice 
in the world, there is an 
architecture that has been 
planned and designed to 
perpetuate it.”





Architecture is 
violent

2







A      is not
critical analysis
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MVRDV
Tianjin Binhai Library
Tianjin, China





mvrdv

”How can we redefine accessibility 
and give monuments back to the 
citizens? Our design for the 
Pyramid of Tirana opens up the 
iconic Albanian 
monument, reframing it as a new 
cultural hub for future 
generations.”



Failure is needed
to grow
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Walnut Grove 
Community Centre





Architecture is collaborative
let’s behave that way
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Redefining
sustainability
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We must learn to measure
what can’t be measured
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How do you
measure this?





hcma social impact framework



Reconciliation
is not business as usual
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Building codes are the worst
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we can do









Source: archdaily





Download full report:
http://bit.ly/rhfcoststudy



1%
additional 
cost to reach 
Gold level 
certification



Inequity
is no longer an option
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New Solutions
require perseverance
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Grandview Heights 
Aquatic Centre
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Growth
occurs when we open
ourselves to new challenges
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Architecture is
a luxury product
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not
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Date Meeting

14 October 2021 Design Development Review

Carnegie Hall
Washroom Project



Gender Neutral Universal
Washroom Design



Our Emerging
trans-disciplinarity
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The practice of inclusive design 
requires us to think beyond traditional 
architecture, to hear more voices, 
acknowledge different ways of 
knowing, and include people's lived 
experience.

Inclusive Design Services



Putting it
all together
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Community Centre
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Centre (currently)
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is architecture broken?



a.

b.



Conventional practice
Transformed practice



Conventional practice
Transformed practice





Teach how
Complex systems
Listening
Social construct
Inter-disciplinary
Building impact
Facilitate as collaborators
Lived experiences
Curious
Values

Conventional practice Transformed practice

Share what
Linear Solutions
Leading
Physical construct
Discrete disciplines
Building function
Engage as experts
Observation
Set
Value



Architecture is a
beautiful compromise



impact



Thank you!
d.condon@hcma.ca
@darrylcondon
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